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“The international French school network will be stronger and more dynamic, to 

guarantee its continuity and meet the increasing demand.” 

Emmanuel Macron, 20 March 2018 

 

The 522 French schools abroad have a mission to educate French students abroad 

and to welcome many other students from different nationalities whose families made 

the choice to give them a French education.  The Agency for French Education Abroad 

(AEFE) is the public representative, acting under the Ministry of Europe and Foreign 

Affairs.  Associations such as the French Secular Mission (MLF), or the French-

Lebanese Association for Education and Culture (AFLEC), and other private groups 

are also stakeholders for French education abroad. 
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A NEW MOMENTUM FOR THE NETWORK OF FRENCH 

SCHOOLS ABROAD 

 

On March 20, 2018, the President of the French Republic set a goal to double the 

number of students in French schools abroad by 2030.  Jean-Yves Le Drian, Minister 

of Europe and Foreign Affairs, Jean-Michel Blanquer, Minister of National Education 

and Youth and Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne, Secretary of State for the Minister of Europe 

and Foreign Affairs joined forces to formulate a development plan for French education 

abroad, after extensive consultation with all stakeholders. 

The President of the French Republic announced the plan at the Ambassador’s 

Conference last August, and the Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs (MEAE) has 

outlined the main features. 

 

 

 

 

What are the goals for the development plan of the French schools abroad? 

 To accommodate more students; 

 To support growth in existing schools and to create new schools; 

 A better connection between the families and school life; 

 More support to the network with greater engagement from the 

embassies. 
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1. TO ACCOMMODATE MORE STUDENTS 

 

To develop the network of French schools abroad means above all, to accommodate 

more students.  The demand for international education is on the rise, but so is the 

number of competing schools. The network of French schools abroad stands out from 

its competitors with exceptional features that make a difference to parents and 

students:  A new baccalaureate, multilingual education and openness to digital 

technologies. 

 

 The new baccalaureate, a gateway to excellence for 

international University studies 

 

French schools abroad have an excellent reputation and parents know it: 97.2% of 

year 12 students (terminal year) obtained their baccalaureate in 2019; a large number 

of students choose France for their tertiary education.  The new “bac” as intended by 

the Minister of National Education and Youth (MENJ) will take effect at the start of the 

current school year in France, and throughout the network of French schools abroad.  

The National Centre for Distance Education (CNED) offers a customised version of 

the revised baccalaureate, to allow students to take part in courses that their school 

do not offer. 

The new baccalaureate relates more closely to the local school and university 

systems.  From now on, it will include the features of the traditional French model of 

excellence, but also of other systems, the Anglo-Saxon system in particular, where 

greater initiative is given to the students in building their own learning pathway.  The 

new bac graduates will be better prepared for their tertiary education, whether in 

France or abroad. 

 

 A better multilingual education 

 

The second strength of the network of French schools abroad is the exclusive 

language-teaching programs it offers.  Multilingualism is at the centre of the students’ 

education.  Improved customised foreign-language pathways are already in place from 

kindergarten to secondary school. The network includes amongst others, 138 

international programs, these pathways will be even more widespread by 2030.  These 

will be offered in as many facilities as possible.  Also, there will be more international, 

European and oriental programs in secondary school facilities. 
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 Digital lab innovations in schools 

Openness to digital technologies is the third strength of the French schools abroad.  

The schools within the network will grow into greater innovative labs in the field of 

educational digital technologies.  To give more visibility and globally promote contents, 

resources and French educational services created by public operators (France 

International Education, Canope, CNED, French Institute) and the industrial group 

EdTech, the Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs, Minister of National Education and 

Youth have developed FRED (France Education Platform), a true showcase of our 

expertise in the field.  France Education is now accessible to the whole network 

(https://franceducation.fr) . 
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2. TO SUPPORT GROWTH IN EXISTING SCHOOLS AND 

TO CREATE NEW SCHOOLS 

The network of French schools abroad welcomes more students every year, 8000 this 

year, and the number of schools increased by 30 at the start of the current school year.  

High quality standards as a guarantee of excellence are the backbone of our 

development plan. 

 

 The accreditation is simplified, but rigorous 

 

To gain accreditation, the French schools abroad go through a process that certifies 

that they comply with the principles, programs and organisation of the French 

education system.  As part of the development plan, the accreditation process has 

been simplified starting in the 2019/20 school year.  This will allow the network to open 

more year levels and create more schools whilst maintaining quality and excellence in 

education.  New schools, regardless of their size, will be eligible to apply for 

accreditation in their first year of operation. 

 

 More teachers, better training 

  
o Improved human resources 

The Ministry of National Education and Youth has a mission to post 1000 more active 

staff abroad within the network.  The goal of this mobilisation is fundamental:  to give 

more people the opportunity to spend various amount of time in French schools 

abroad, and to share their experience with the French educational system upon their 

return. In that respect, all staff posted by the Ministry of National Education and Youth 

will spend a maximum of 6 years abroad. 

 

o Better training for the employees 

To train the employees prior to their departure:  To develop the network effectively, we 

must train new teachers and establish a pool of suitable employees. In France, as part 

of the reform of training and education, the (INSPE) National Superior Institutes of 

Teaching and Education offer a specific certification for teaching French abroad, as 

part of the (MEEF master) Master in teaching, education and training.  Language and 

intercultural proficiencies, knowledge of a geographical area or a country will form the 

basis of recognised skills to identify a pool of suitable employee to work in schools 

abroad. From January 2020, trials will take place in a number of INSPE for qualifying 

employees.  From the start of the school year 2020-21, the certification will be offered 

to undergraduate students in education and postgraduate teachers. 

To continue training throughout their career:  for graduate teachers from the Ministry 

of Education and Youth and local qualified teachers working in French schools abroad.  
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To offer regular training to maintain quality teaching. For all teachers recruited abroad, 

16 regional offices will be created from January 2020, all the (MENJ) operatives will 

be working toward this goal (training pathway m@gistère offered by CANOPE, 

language and expertise certification training at France International Education) 

 

 

3. BETTER CONNECTION BETWEEN FAMILIES AND 

SCHOOL LIFE WITHIN THE NETWORK 

 

A French education abroad is a choice made by families for their children.  Their trust 

goes hand in hand with their commitment, which is essential to the survival of the 

network of French schools abroad.  Parents should be more involved, at all levels, in 

the school life and with the school’s strategic plan.  In the schools abroad, a school 

council represents the parents, which will be more involved with school budgeting.  In 

Paris, we will involve more parents with the AEFE executive board of directors. 

 

 

4. MORE SUPPORT TO THE NETWORK WITH GREATER 

INVOVLMENT FROM THE MINISTRIES, OPERATORS 

AND EMBASSIES 

 

No other country has a network of schools abroad like France; we are providing 

education to 65% of foreign students.  To develop this organisation, we must mobilise 

and involve all stakeholders. 

 

 To promote the role of AEFE in supporting the development of 

the network 

 

To develop the network means to open new education facilities.  It is important to 

provide support to the new facilities’ project managers.  To this effect, the AEFE 

recently created a new service:  the network development support service (SADR).  

The goal is to support public and private investors who wish to develop education 

facilities that are compliant with the French education program.  SADR will provide 

expert advice in the areas of real estate, security, education, management, human 

resources, communication and accreditation. 

 

 Embassies: local leaders for development 
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To reach our goals, the development of French schools abroad strategic plan must 

take into consideration the local and regional context.  To this effect, our embassies, 

under the authority of the Ambassador, will prepare local development plans, 

defining the strategic goals according to the local context.  Employees in diplomatic 

missions will perform an analysis of educational supply and demand, and will ensure 

the smooth running of operations to develop facilities, while maintaining quality 

education for their programs. 

  

 Creating a guidance committee for French schools abroad 

 

To improve efficiency in the implementation of the development plan, a decision was 

made to create a guidance committee for French schools abroad, bringing together 

every year, the Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs and the Minister of National 

Education and Youth and other stakeholders in French education abroad. 
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5. TOOLS TO SUPPORT THE DEVELOMENT OF FRENCH 

EDUCATION ABROAD 

 

The development plan for French education abroad has the support of the French 

government to guarantee its success.  Massive mobilisation within the MENJ services 

and its operators is taking place to support all future projects in the network of French 
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schools abroad (training, education, courses, certifications in French and foreign 

languages, assessments).  

 

 Financial assistance for education:  to guarantee a better 

access to schools 

 

Every year, the AEFE grants financial assistance through scholarships to French 

students of 3 years and older residing with their families abroad and enrolled in an 

accredited school.  During the 2018-19 campaign, more than 25,000 students were 

granted financial assistance, including 40% who received a full scholarship. 

 

 Additional funding 

 

The French government will boost the capabilities of the AEFE with a budget of 25 

million Euros in 2020.  This substantial funding effort will support the AEFE in its new 

mission to guide public and private investors in creating new French education 

facilities abroad. 
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